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Advanced Driving School is about mu

Storles by Mark Maynard, WHLELE EDITOR

Corvette 206 will do 0 to 60 in four seconds
and [ was feeling the power nt Rupert
Bragg-Smith’s track in the desert near
Pahrump, Nev. H
Nose upto the start line, raise the engine revs Lo
2500 rpm and let out the clutch fora 385 horse-
power hole shot. Bang through four gears, then
heeltoe downshift back to frst, make a U-turn and
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do it again,

“Lemme hear those engine revs between shifts,”
called out the trackside instructon. And [ replied
with a good hard push on the throtile before grab-
bing another gear.

I'd made 20 many passes on the back straight
that my right arm was starting to sche —but that’s
nola complaint.

Practice makes periect, and that's what the
Bragg-Smith Advanced Driving School teachesin

ch more than speed

hisadvanced driving school of two- and thres-day
COUTSES.

Participants spend hours behind the wheelin
new Corvelte halichback coupes, the higher per-
forming and Bghter 206 fixed-roof Coupes and Ca-
miaro S5 coupes. Camarcs are used in the twoday
or Level One programs, Corvettes infthreeay or
Level Two. ;
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Instructors al the Rupert Bragg-Smith
Advanced Driving Schocl get a driver
lined up for the slalom course, top left.
Above, Bragg-Smith leads a morning
classroom discussion. “if you can control
your eyes, you can control the car” he
tells students.
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The aqﬁ-ﬁl‘lﬁh | utes new 55 Camaros and Corvette coupes. Classes n mere than 350 miles and 4,000 gear shifts.

are offered in twe-or three-day sesshons, and students will put I
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It's not about
speed, it's about
training the eyes

Advanced driving § |$*smc-u..*-
business for Bragg-Sfoith and
Setions fin.
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he, buthis school's philosophy
isn't racing but precision. And
befoce heallows studenis inlet
outthersing hebrings iheir
performance upto the cass’.
“I'm not the most patient per-
son inthe world, and I don’t like
mmi‘w!—maimnmg@spm
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Hnbelmﬁinmbrdo-
ing. A Level One, threeday
course includes:

* Brake contrel, mchu:lmg
skidz to learn car control. visial
:killsaudmc.dunt avoidance.

The Level Two three-day
course buildson Level COne, but
hasamaximum of eight stu-
dents, which aliows more time
al every segment. ;

Bragg-Smithis charismatic,
not arregant, and heis 2 natural
teacter,

“We never use the word
‘speed”” BraggSmith says.
“This school is not about spocd.
bt 1o irain your eyes And if
you can control your eyes you
can contral the car.

“If we look where we want to
go, our handswill follow our
eves, " he says. [fvour car iz
shidding, never look in the di-
rection the car is going, he says,
look where you waal 1o go.

On the skid-control course, drivers use an Impala with a hydraulic frame that the instructor can maniulate to reduce front or rear

- Everything we doinside a car
is poverned by our éyes. Your
oy tell you when and how
much to stop, when to throttle,
when wo shifi. The hands are
controlled by the eves, umntil
they are distracted. Then the
yes stop and the hands stop —

thie car keeps going.
You don't have to lookat
everything, but ‘soe’ every-
thing, lmmngu:- ASE YOUT pe-

ﬂluughahlﬂﬂ
sy "We don't hit" the hrakes,

we dhon’t “stand’ on the gas. ™ All

MOVEMeNts are progressive —

“wesqueeze on the gas and we

seqieeze onthe brakes ™

The 2.2-milerace course has
twists, turns and straights all in
contour with the rolling desert
Lerrain,

On the back straight. the
group practices accelerations to
T0mph and smooth hoel-io:
downshifts. And those are just
the warm-up shifting excroises.
Slowly. the mantra of the in-
struction begins bo sink in: con-
sIRICTCY, CONSBIeNCY, consis-
tency.

.traction 1o show what causes a skid and how It can be contralled.

“Smooth is traction, smooth the gaps between pavehecks as
iscontrol, smoothis business,”  instroctors Thethree instruc-
Bragg-Smith says, “You always | (ors | got (o know were calm,
drivencar for the passenger—  patient and supportive.
wheo does nol want to be thrown The classcsare small, about
about.” 10 students toan instructor, and

Unlike some advanced-dr-
ving courses, Brage-Smith's in-

zach car has atwo-way radio for

structors are not twenty-some-  tion. Failure i not anoplion,
thing hot shoes leoking fora they will tefl you.
“ride™ with arace leam. filling To achieve a mechanical ad-
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vantage of our bodies to control
avehicle, handsare at 9and 3
o'clock on the wheel, almost
Ievel with the shoulders and
with agood bendin the arms. *
Bent Zrms mean you are notus-
ing arms to support your body,
which takes less time inan
emergency tocorrect your posi-
tion. Shoulders should be
square on the weatback, which
gives control in comnering —
and 1o hold upyour head. Al-
keepvour head up.
ip the wheel with the palm,

nat the ingers, aad push —
don't pull — the wheel for lever-
age. Steering the caris con-
stanily giving the driver feed-
back, and palms receive the
feedback better than fingers.

Heeltoe downshifing isa
race technique that isn't neces-
sary for street driving, but the

friate g Ilurr}' O] MV Emen is e
driver makes the shift.

A heel-toe downshitt allows
the driver to use the right foot
o maintain brake prossure and
also rallit onto the throtile for &
blipafacceleration. Matching
engine rpmato mph prevents
m@dmer%i:t -:nmqrtsﬁun.
which can beunscttling lo car
and driver,

In 2 three-day course, stu-
dentswill putin about 330 miles
and 4,000 gear shift=s. You can
bring vour own vehicle, butit’s
discouraged.

The schioolis sponaercd in
parl,hq.r wroLeund USES NEW,
= d.w properly

you drivea car

you don’t alwaysneed a lotef

upgrades, suchas
fition pads or brake

dises,” Bragg-Smith says. Even

with the desertheat, he says,

he's nn\e.rh.dpmhlemd. with

the transmissions or brakes on

the Vettes or Camaros.

The schoo! salso particelar
aboul the fued and maintensmoe
of thestudenr=. Soto maintain
some control over yvour body,
the school provides a light
breakfastofbagels and cream
cheese, juices, water or colles.

Lurch mnges from salads
and grilled meatsto sandwich-
makings with hearty breads.
Beverages are lemonade, iced
tea and water, No sodag, which
are highin sugar and, Bragg-
Smith ingists, contribute toa
crashin energy later and teo of-
s o biys

. corract in vour
car — and the correct fuelin®
your body,” he savs. “We want
you to be able to perform — lo
think and concentrate.”

technigue allows smeother
ﬁ:mﬂmmn irghs Mark Maynard is deiving in cyber
Think abaut that when you ;ipmm'w’m“'“'

are making an urgent stop in a
manuaktransmission vehicle,
The right foatis on the brake,
but it st be lifted so the

clutch can be engaged, which
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